APPENDIX   111

[On his return from America in i<)i6, Herbert Tree wrote two
articles for The Times, |

IMPRESSIONS OF AMERICA
[From 77^) Times, September 8th, 1916/1

L    "NOT BAD FOK A YOUNG COUNTRY "

Tim face, or shall 1 say the surface, of America has entirely
changed since I first made, its acquaintance twenty years ago,
New York largely dominates the current of the nation's life,
colours its atmosphere, and dictates its fashions.

The two striking impressions one receives on arriving to
New York City are its architecture and its luxury.   Geographical
necessity was the mother of the sky-scraper,   By day these giatlt
towers convey an impression of garish splendour; at night they
are spectrally imposing,   As there is no twilight in the city,
so are there no half-tones in the life of the people,   The dtisk
of Broadway is chased by the blaming  electric signs whii
daszle the stranger as a transformation scene of some advertising
fairyland.   But it has a beauty of its own.   The gaiety of Ne?
York at night is most striking*   Dancing proceeds in all the
restaurants and hotels*   But the gaiety is normal and indigenous;
it seems to be the natural outcome of the restless energy of tfe
climate and the people,   Let no one assert that there is no
national American music,   This new art of sound is, to the
new-comer, more nerve-shattering and bewildering than that of
Strauss or of the music-futurists,   After the first shock the
orchestral monstrosities of ragtime become haunting in thek
fascination.   It is as though you were drawn into the depife-,
of chaos by a maelstrom of sound,   Yet in this riot of sound ftfo
movement there is always something "respectable/1  It W
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